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State Trading Enterprises (STEs) are widespread in a large number of WTO
members. Both developing and developed members, in varied degrees, use state
trading enterprises to achieve related targets of policy and vested interests. It is
quite important for China to make a deep research on the WTO disciplines on
STE, get acquainted with the attitude and position of individual country and
analyze the developing trend of WTO rules on STE, in order to fulfill its WTO
accession commitments and improve its foreign trade system.
This thesis is composed of three parts.
The first part is the general information of STE: Firstly, the introduction of
the historical background and reasons of its emergence and development, as well
as evolution of STE rules. Secondly, the study of several elements of
STE— ‘government control’, ‘exclusive right’ and ‘instrument to pursue
objectives of policy’. Then the author analyzes the definition of STE under
Article 17 of the GATT in details.
The second part makes a detailed analysis of STE rules in GATT/WTO
framework, composed of substantive rules and procedural rules. Substantive
rules on STE are including but not limited to non-discrimination treatment, non
intervention, and the non-discrimination treatment is the most important
principle which becomes the focus of discussion by citing relative cases. The
procedural rule mainly means the principle of transparency. After analyzing the
rules on STE, the thesis puts forward several proposals for reform: improving the
existing rules, establishing new rules and making the best of dispute settlement
procedures.
The third part mainly expounds China’s accession commitments and


























particularity of China’s STE, the author proposes suggestions in two ways:
perfecting Chinese relevant legislation and improving the countermeasures so as
to promote our advantage in GATT/WTO framework.



























GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services
TRIMS Trade-Related Investment Measures
TRIPS Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

























案例表 Table of Cases
案例表 Table of Cases
Title Citation
Canada-Administration of the Foreign
Investment Review Act (United State v.
Canada).
Report of the Panel (L/5504-30S/40), 7
February 1984.
Korea-Various Measures on Beef
(Australia, United State v. Korea).
Report of the Panel (WT/DS161/R,
WT/DS169/R), 31 July 2000.
Canada-Wheat Exports and Grain
Import (United State v. Canada).
Report of the Panel (WT/DS276/R, 6
April 2004) & Report of the Appellate
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